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ATG 3M: The Banning of the Kilts 

During the rebellion of 1745, Bonnie Prince Charlie of Scotland challenged the might of 
England at Culloden. He lost the battle, and as a consequence England banned the 
Highlanders (people who lived in Scotland) from wearing kilts. At the time, kilts were commonly 
worn by men, and the tartan worn was a symbol of the clan to which they belonged.  Kilts, 
along with bagpipes, were considered by the English as instruments of war. This Act was 
officially titled, Abolition and Proscription of the Highland Dress 19 George II, Chap. 39, Sec 
17, 1746.   

"That from and after the first day of August, One thousand, seven hundred and forty-six, no 
man or boy within that part of Britain called Scotland, other than such as shall be employed as 
Officers and Soldiers in His Majesty's Forces, shall, on any pretext whatever, wear or put on 
the clothes commonly called Highland clothes (that is to say) the Plaid, Philabeg, or little Kilt, 
Trowse, Shoulder-belts, or any part whatever of what peculiarly belongs to the Highland Garb; 
and that no tartan or party-coloured plaid of stuff shall be used for Great Coats or upper coats, 
and if any such person shall presume after the said first day of August, to wear or put on the 
aforesaid garment or any part of them, every such person so offending…. For the first 
offence,shall be liable to be imprisoned for 6 months, and on the second offence, to be 
transported to any of His Majesty's plantations beyond the seas, there to remain for the space 
of seven years." 
 
This Act was part of a series of measures by England to bring the warrior clans of Scotland 
under government control by crushing Gaelic (Scottish) culture. An exemption allowed the kilt 
to be worn in the military. This meant that the Scottish men had to abandon their kilts and wear 
trousers like the English. This Act lasted about thirty years.  On July 1st, 1782 the law was 
changed because of the tartan fabric fashion craze in London. Finally the Highlanders could 
wear their kilts and play the bagpipes again.  
  
A proclamation issued in Gaelic and English announced: 
  
"Listen Men.  This is bringing before all the Sons of the Gael, the King and Parliament of 
Britain have forever abolished the act against the Highland Dress; which came down from the 
Clans from the beginning of the work to the year 1746.  This must bring great joy to every 
Highland Heart. You are no longer bound down to the unmanly dress of the Lowlander.  This is 
declaring to every Man, young and old, simple and gentle, that they may after this put on and 
wear the Truis, the Little Kilt, the Coat, and the Striped Hose, as also the Belted Plaid, without 
fear of the Law of the Realm or the spite of the enemies."    
  
Around this time the dance called Seann Triubhas was created as a dance of celebration. 
Pronounced 'shawn trews' in Gaelic, in English it translates to 'old or unwanted trousers.' The 
dance mimics a Scot shedding his trousers during the slow, first part of the dance. The dancer 
will clap, and this tells the bagpiper to speed up the music.  The dancer then returns to his 
tradition of Highland dress and custom and dances up-tempo fling-like step. (The Highland 
Fling is another traditional Highland Dance).  Today the Seann Triubhas is danced at most 
Highland Dance competitions around the world.  Dancers wear the standard kilt outfit to 
perform this dance. 
 
Sources: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seann_Triubhas 
http://www.siliconglen.com/Scotland/10_5.html 


