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ATI 3M: Guru Sri Kelucharan Mohapatra 
 
Among the many gems Orissa has produced in different fields of art along the centuries, one of the latest is 
certainly the Odissi dance Guru Sri Kelucharan Mohapatra born on January 8, 1926 at Raghurajpur, Puri. 
As it is the case with most of the geniuses who emerge from time to time in the history of humanity, the 
story of his life is one of struggle and unending dedication. The story of his artistic experience touches all 
the salient features of the cultural life of Orissa of the last sixty years and it becomes the story of the growth 
and recognition of the Odissi style as one of the classical dances of India. 
 

The two currents of art present in his family, the traditional painting skill of the ‘Chitrakaras’, and 
the rich and vibrating musical tradition of the percussion players, were happily blended in him. The 
tradition of  ‘Chitrakaras’ is a cultural heritage that is handed down through images. These images convey 
ancient legends in a universally understandable medium of communication. But the world of little 
Kelucharan was not merely populated by visuals; it was also pulsating with the vigorous rhythm of 
“Sankirtana“ and “Jatra” (folk theatre), which used to be regularly performed in his native village 
Raghurajpur. In the evenings the Kelucharan could be found in one of the two “Akhadas” in village, 
watching and imitating the dance movements of the boys under training or trying his hand at reproducing 
the rhythm of the “Pakhawaj” on his own hips! 

 
Kelucharan’s teacher, Guru Mohan Goswami, taught him acting, mime, singing, and the art of 

make-up, stage setting and choreography. The real break that brought Kelucharan into the limelight came 
when he performed a solo piece in a dance-drama on “Devi Bhasmasura.” Kelucharan trained in the use of 
the various Shastric mudras as well as exercises on physical flexibility and techniques typical of the Uday 
Shankar ballets. Compared with Nijinsky for his “magnificent sinuous torso and arms” and with Chaplin 
for his “most inspired gestural acting” by American critics, Guruji had by now danced not only in India but 
all over the world, participating in the festivals of India in London, Russia, Germany, France, America and 
Japan. Kelucharan has over two hundred solo compositions and about fifty dance ballets to his credit. 

 
Odissi dance is now recognized as a classical form. Odissi dance in the  

hands of this great master has climbed to new and dizzy heights, and has become an 
universally admired art form through which this great soul has, humbly and 
sincerely, paid his devoted service to divinity. 
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