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ATW 3M:Turkish Wedding Traditions 

In Turkey, the traditional Turkish families form the core of the Turkish culture. 
The traditional Turkish wedding which used to last for 40 days and 40 nights now 
lasts for only three days in rural areas. But in cities this ceremony is further 
shortened.  

The groom's family sends a variety of presents to the bride's family prior to the 
three-day long wedding feast. Moreover, the bride is hidden by her friends and 
the groom's relatives are expected to find her. The girl's friends are given a small 
cash gift in return for information about the bride's whereabouts. In the meantime, 
the elderly of both families make up a list of goods they will buy for the young 
couple. This list is then authorized by the village alderman and given to the 
groom's family. In the meantime, the groom's family gives a small tea party.  

Among the Rumelian Turks, the traditions are deep rooted. The news of 
ceremony among them is spread by beating drum in the village. Folk dances are 
performed and henna rituals also take place. On the third day of the wedding, the 
outdoor festivities begin and in the afternoon the bridal procession is carried on 
which first goes to the groom's house. Finally the outdoor festivities begin. 
In the region of Anatolia, boys of 18 years and girls of 16 years are considered to 
be eligible for marriage. Before making any proposals, the family members of the 
boy visit the girl's family and they take a good look at the girl. According to 
regional custom, a marriage can not take place unless the family members come 
to an understanding. A second visit is then made and the boy's relatives ask for 
the girl's hand in marriage in the name of God and the Prophet Mohammed. 
Wedding preparations are started after they come to an agreement. The families 
exchange gifts. Two marriages are contracted, one civil and the other religious. 
The religious marriage is held at the girl's home one week before the civil 
wedding ceremony. The relatives of both sides witness this event. The henna 
ritual is also held here and drums are played for three days and three nights.  
 
Source: http://www.travour.com/weddings/world-wedding-traditions/turkish-
wedding-traditions.html 
 


