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Poems by Hafiz  
(translations by Daniel Ladinksy, The Gift, 1999) 

1. The Sun Never Says 
 
Even after all this time  
the sun never says to the earth,  
'You owe me.'  
Look what 
happens with a love like that.  
It lights the whole sky. 
 
 
 
2. Find A Better Job 
 
Now 
That 
All your worry 
Has proved such an 
Unlucrative 
Business, 
Why 
Not 
Find a better 
Job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. If You Don't Stop That 
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I used to live in 
A cramped house with confusion 
And pain. 
 
But then I met the Friend 
And started getting drunk 
And singing all 
Night. 
 
Confusion and Pain 
Started acting nasty, 
Making threats, 
With talk like this, 
 
"If you don't stop 'that' - 
All that fun - 
 
We're 
Leaving." 
 
 
4. I Wish I Could Speak Like Music 
 
I wish I could speak like music. 
I wish I could put the swaying splendor 
Of the fields into words 
So that you could hold Truth 
Against your body 
And dance. 
I am trying the best I can 
With this crude brush, the tongue, 
To cover you with light. 
I wish I could speak like divine music. 
I want to give you the sublime rhythms 
Of this earth and the sky’s limbs 
As they joyously spin and surrender, 
Surrender 
Against God’s luminous breath. 
Hafiz wants you to hold me 
Against your precious 
Body 
And dance, 
Dance. 
5. Our Hearts Should Do This More 
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I sit in the streets with the homeless 
My clothes stained with the wine 
From the vineyards the saints tend. 
Light has painted all acts 
The same color 
So I sit around and laugh all day 
With my friends. 
At night if I feel a divine loneliness 
I tear the doors off Love’s mansion 
And wrestle God onto the floor. 
He becomes so pleased with Hafiz 
And says, 
“Our hearts should do this more.” 
–From “The Gift,” by Hafiz (translated by Daniel Ladinsky, 1999) 
 
 

6. How Do I Listen? 
 
How 
Do I 
Listen to others? 
As if everyone were my Master 
Speaking to me 
His 
Cherished 
Last  
Words. 
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Poems by Rumi 
Source:”Rumi’s Poetry”  http://www.rumi.org.uk/love_poems.html 

 
1. Let Go of Your Worries 
 
Let go of your worries 
and be completely clear-hearted, 
like the face of a mirror 
that contains no images. 
If you want a clear mirror, 
behold yourself 
and see the shameless truth, 
which the mirror reflects. 
If metal can be polished 
to a mirror-like finish, 
what polishing might the mirror 
of the heart require? 
Between the mirror and the heart 
is this single difference: 
the heart conceals secrets, 
while the mirror does not. 
 

 

 

2. Remembered Music 
'Tis said, the pipe and lute that charm our ears 
Derive their melody from rolling spheres; 
But Faith, o'erpassing speculation's bound, 
Can see what sweetens every jangled sound. 
We, who are parts of Adam, heard with him 
The song of angels and of seraphim. 
Out memory, though dull and sad, retains 
Some echo still of those unearthly strains. 
Oh, music is the meat of all who love, 
Music uplifts the soul to realms above. 
The ashes glow, the latent fires increase: 
We listen and are fed with joy and peace. 
 
 

R. A. Nicholson 
'Persian Poems', an Anthology of verse translations  

edited by A.J.Arberry, Everyman's Library, 1972 
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