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THE	  CRITICAL	  ANALYSIS	  PROCESS	  	  
Dance as an art form should evoke two responses:  intellectual and emotional.  When viewing a 
dance piece, ask yourself:  

a. What does this piece cause me to think about, and/or, 
b. What does this piece make me feel?  

 
1. Description:  Explain the piece you are analysing:   

• title 
• dance form 
• choreographer(s)  
• dancer(s), etc. 
 

2. Initial Reaction:  Ask yourself some or all of the following questions to express your first 
impression: 
• What is your first impression of the piece?   
• What images are brought to mind?   
• What does the movement suggest? 
• How do you feel when you move that way? 
• What emotions does this work evoke? 
• What questions, if any, do you have? 
• What personal connections can you make to this artwork? 

 
3. Analysis:  Attempt to determine what the choreographer(s) has/have done to achieve certain 

effects. 
• How did the choreographer organize the piece? 
• How did the choreographer use the elements of dance, choreographic forms and principles 

of design? 
 
4. Ongoing Interpretation: 

• What is the choreographer trying to communicate? 
• Is there any symbolic meaning to the piece? 
• Why do you think the choreographer created this work? 
• What does the work mean? 
• What do you think is the artist’s view of the world?  How does this compare with your view of 

the world? 
• What social, political or historical events have influenced the choreographer in their 

representation of the work? 
 
5. Critical Aesthetic Judgment:  Compare your analysis and ongoing interpretation with your initial 

reaction/first impression. 
• With reference to the choreographer’s intent and his or her use of elements, how effective is 

the work? 
• What aspects of the piece worked?  What didn’t work and why? 
• Did your point of view shift from your initial reaction? 
• What feelings did this work evoke in you? 

 
6. Reflection: 

• Do you feel the work is successful? 
• What would you change to improve this work? 
• Did it impact the audience the way it was intended? 
• How could the piece be altered for a different audience or to send a different message? 


