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ADA 2O: Reasons to Leave Home  
 

Abusive Home Environment – Many teens leave home because of mental and 
physical abuse they can’t endure any longer.  They may have been neglected or 
have mentally ill parents/siblings that make their current home life no longer an 
option. 
 
Child Soldiers – Hundreds of thousands of children soldiers have been forced to 
fight in wars around the world.  Their ages range from 7- 18.  Many children in Africa 
fear that they will be kidnapped at night when sleeping and forced into battle.  Many 
of these children run away from their homes and live in hiding so they will not be 
forced to be warriors. 
 
Natural Disasters – Many people lose their homes, as they did in Hurricane Katrina 
through natural disasters.   From the recent Tsunami in Asia to Mid West tornadoes 
and the earthquake in Haiti, many people find themselves at home one day and 
homeless, with nothing the next. 
 
First Nation Residential Schools – From 1920 until the last school closed in 1996, 
many Canadian First Nation, Métis and Inuit children aged 7-15 years were housed 
in residential schools. Children were forcibly taken from their families by priests, 
aboriginal agents and police officers over the years and were forced to live in poor, 
abusive and loveless conditions.   
 
Parental Loss – Some children under of the age of 18, unfortunately lose both their 
parents because of death, institutionalization or incarcerations.  These children must 
find a new home, with an alternate adult family member or a foster family. 
 
Recession – In 2008 and 2009, North America suffered a massive economic 
recession.  Many people lost their jobs and as a result, could not pay their 
mortgages.  This in turn led to the loss of their homes.   
 
Military Service – Many citizens choose to serve their country in the military.  They 
leave their home to go into combat, often voluntarily. Sometimes when a country is 
at war, citizens are mandatorily drafted into the war and are forced to leave their 
homes behind. 
 
Transatlantic Slave Trade – An estimated 12 million Africans were kidnapped from 
their homes and shipped to the Americas from the 16th to the 19th centuries. Of 
these people, an estimated 645,000 were brought to the USA, where they were 
treated poorly and made to be servants to white Americans. 
 
Illness – Many people suffer from illness.  Sometimes illness is so severe ill people 
cannot be treated in their homes. They must leave their homes and make new 



homes in facilities that can aid them, keep them more comfortable, protect them 
from getting sicker, treat them or even protect others from infection. 
 
War – Many people flee their homes because their countries are at war and it is too 
unsafe to stay in their homes.  Sometimes opposing forces force them out and other 
times they escape with only their lives.  They must find a new home, sometimes in 
another country, where they may not even know the language. 
 
Addiction – Sometimes individuals become addicted to drugs or alcohol and cannot 
cope in their homes.  Sometimes they must leave their homes and get treated in 
facilities that can help them overcome their addiction.  These facilities become their 
new homes. 
 
Refugees – Refugees have a well-founded fear of being persecuted on account of 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or political 
opinion. They are outside their country or citizenship and residence and are unable 
to re-enter their countries because they are afraid of the harsh consequences they 
will be subjected to there.  They must make a new home in their new country. 


